
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Your Community fundraising guide 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Contact us… 
Get in touch with our St Clare 
Community Fundraisers by phone 
on 01279 773750 or by email at 
fund@stclarehospice.org.uk  
 

          Thanks so much  
    for deciding to  
   Fundraise for St Clare 

“In this guide you will find everything you need to help you to plan your                                        
St Clare Community Fundraising. We have a whole host of ideas to help you                                        
put the ‘fun’ in fundraising – so don’t worry if you aren’t sure where to start!” 

“The great thing about Community Fundraising is that it can be as simple                                                                                 
or as elaborate as you like – from a small family party or a cake sale, to a                                      
grand masked Ball or a community wide event – the world really is your                                                                         
oyster! And whether you raise £20 or £200, every penny counts.” 

“All of the resources mentioned in this guide – including sample posters,                                                                        
invites and even St Clare bunting – are available to download for free from                                                             
our website:  www.stclarehospice.org.uk/get-involved/community-fundraising 

“Once again, thanks for choosing to Fundraise for us and                                                   
we look forward to hearing all about it!” 

The St Clare Fundraising Team 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

‘Coming to St Clare’s has made a complete 
difference to my life, and I have loved every 
moment of being here. When I go into the Day 
Therapy lounge and see everyone, it’s like coming 
into a room full of angels. That’s what it feels like.’     
– Chrissie 

 

‘It’s hard to describe all the ways St Clare 
Hospice has impacted on my life, but put simply, 
this is the place that has kept me going. And the 
people I have met here have become more than 
just a support network; they’ve become my 
extended family.’ – Valery 

 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:fund@stclarehospice.org.uk
http://www.stclarehospice.org.uk/get-involved/community-fundraising


 

Get seasonal 
Why not embrace the occasion and hold a 
season specific event… a Christmas, Easter 
or Halloween party and charge people to 
attend. Contact the fundraising team to 
arrange a donation bucket, for when 
people are feeling super generous!  

Why not dress 
down, or dress up 
Get your co-workers 
involved in raising 
some money and hold 
a dress down Friday, 
or a fancy dress day! If 
everyone pays £2 or 
gives any donation, 
you’ll be quids in!! 

Host a Big Brew  
Check out the exclusive 
Big Brew resource 
pack and cake recipes 
on the St Clare website 
for ideas and guidance 
to help you host a St 
Clare afternoon tea. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 

   
 
 
 
 
  
 
  
 
   
 
  
   
 
 
 
 
  
 
  

 
 

Community 
fundraising ideas 

Put your heads 
together 
Why not hold a quiz 
night at your local 
pub or village hall... 
charge people for 
entry and have fun 
finding out who is the 
brain box in your 
group of friends! You 
can even theme it 
based on your 
interests – Olympic 
quiz anyone? How 
about a film-buff quiz? 

Let’s put the ‘fun’ in fundraising!  
Now that you have decided you would like to 
fundraise for St Clare – let us inspire you with a 
whole host of ideas! These are just a few, tried 
and tested, ways of raising money – but there is 
literally no limit on what you can do.  

Out with the old... in with the 
donations 
Got some old bric-a-brac lying about that 
could use a loving home? Why not hold a 
garage sale and put all proceeds towards 
your event. Ever heard of a swap shop? 
Clear out your wardrobe and invite your 
friends around for an evening of selling 
and swapping pre-loved clothes.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://stclarehospice.org.uk/get-involved/community-fundraising/big-brew/
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An evening of food 
and fun! 
Contact local restaurants to 
host a Charity Dinner and 
invite all your friends and 
family to buy tickets. Many 
restaurants cater for charity 
nights and for a reduced price 
will let you hold a dinner with 
the proceeds going towards 
St Clare. Contact us to get 
balloons and banners to 
decorate! 

Pamper yourself for St Clare      
What better way to raise funds for a deserving 
charity than by pampering yourself and your 
friends? Invite them round for a home-made 
Pamper Evening of nail painting, pedicures and 
facials. Ask each friend to offer their talents as 
one of the ‘pamperers’ and take it in turns to 
receive a treatment – that will save paying a 
professional for the evening. If it’s before the 
summer you could have a foot-filled evening – 
getting your feet flip-flop ready!  

 

Bring the silver screen to your settee! 
How about hosting a Cinema Night at your house? 
Invite friends or family round for an evening of film 
watching. Bulk-buy the popcorn and put beanbags 
round the lounge for extra seating. You could even 
hold a themed evening and get your guests to 
dress up – horror movies dressed as ghosts and 
ghouls? Or perhaps your kids and their friends 
would enjoy a Disney afternoon – we’re sure their 
parents would pay you to take them off their hands 
for an hour or two! 

Doggies assemble! 
People love nothing more 
than a stroll in the countryside 
with their pooches. Why not 
hold your very own charity 
Dog Walk? Simply plan a 
route around your local area 
– ensure you use public rights 
of way and obey the 
Highway Code. Dogs must be 
on a lead and make sure 
owners pick up any mess. 
Book a village hall and give 
everyone a warming cuppa 
and cake at the end – happy 
dogs and happy owners!  
 

Think BIG – host a Ball 
You may want to really push 
the boat out and hold a 
masquerade Ball or formal 
dinner – or maybe even charge 
people to come to your big 
birthday bash? Hotels and 
venues are often friendly to 
charity-based events, or village 
halls can be hired at a 
reasonable price. How about a 
themed event? Strictly Come 
Dancing or James Bond nights 
are always popular. Make the 
dress code ‘dress to impress’ 
and bring on the glamour! 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 

   
 
 
 
 
  
 
  
 
   
 
  
   
 
 
 
 
  
 
   

 
 

More fundraising ideas 

Dig out your rubber gloves and 
soapy sponges – let’s car wash! 
Car washes are a great way to make 
money... Contact the fundraising team about 
getting hold of some marketing materials or 
just download the bunting template from our 
website and open up your driveway as a 
pop-up Car Wash! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://stclarehospice.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/Bunting-template-v2.pdf


Planning your 
  fundraising 

Success is all about planning… so make sure you have everything                                                           
in place to make your fundraiser a success! We’ve set out the key things                                                                                  
you need to think about at the planning stage. 

Decide what to do 
Decide what type of Fundraising event you want to hold –  
it could be a small gathering of friends at your house, 
a street party, or a whole community event in your village hall! 

 
Set a date and location 
Decide when and where your event is going to take place.                                                             Remember to 
consider the weather if you are planning an outside event                                                                                  and 
have a plan B just in case. If you need to book a venue it’s worth                                                                         
checking availability, capacity, toilet facilities and things like access and                                                                     
parking. If you let the owners know you are hosting a charity event they                                                                             
may let you have the venue for free! 

Set yourself a fundraising target                                
Let everyone know how much you want to raise and how the donated                               
money will help people with life-limiting illnesses. 

 
Spread the word 
Let everyone know when and where your event is taking place.                                                                                       
Why not contact your local newspaper? We have a press release template                                                                
you can use. Send an email to family and put up a poster in your staff room                                                                            
– you can use our template to create your own poster. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Make it a regular event 
Taking turns hosting your event, like 
a Big Brew, at different people's 
houses once a month. It’s a great 
way to socialise for a great cause – 
while eating cake! 

 
 

Here’s how your 
money will help… 
 

£10 could provide art and 
craft materials for one week 
of our creative therapy 
workshops 
 

£70 could fund our 24-
hour advice line for a whole 
day 
 

£90 could pay for a 
Clinical Nurse Specialist to 
visit a patient at home 
 

£200 could run our entire 
Inpatient Unit for one hour, 
caring for eight local families 

Ask your employer 
to match fund 
Find out whether your 
company has a matched 
giving scheme to match 
the total you raise. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://stclarehospice.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/St-Clare-contacting-the-press-guidelines.pdf
http://stclarehospice.org.uk/get-involved/community-fundraising/big-brew/


A jammy 
competition 
Fill a jam jar with sweets. 
Ask people to pay £1 to 
guess the number of 
sweets with the closest 
guess winning the jar – 
and its delicious contents! 
 
 
 

Colour in Clare Bear 
Use our Clare Bear template to hold a  
colouring competition. A lovely activity 
to keep young children – or the young 
at heart – entertained! Download and  
print our cuddly mascot template from  
our website here. 
 
 
 
 

 

Ideas to boost        
your fundraising! 
Once you have decided what kind of event to host, chosen a date and time,                    
and secured a location, you are well on your way to a successful fundraiser!                                                          
But there are always other little ways you can boost fundraising at your event –                                                        
helping to ensure you reach your all important fundraising target. How about                                                      
trying some of these extra little games and activities to give you a boost? 

Organise a raffle 
Ask friends, colleagues and local businesses to donate raffle prizes for  
your event. Sell raffle tickets and announce the winner at the end.  
 

Hold a sweepstake 
Guess who will win the Olympics, guess the name of the next Royal baby,        
guess the winner of the Grand National – guess anything you can think of!                                                           
Charge £1 per guess and give a prize to the winner. 

 
100 Square competition 
Use our 100 square template to run a competition of your own. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Please contact the Fundraising Team for guidelines on holding sweepstakes and raffles.  

Guess the weight... 
Hold a ‘Guess the weight 
of…’ competition with the 
winner going home with 
the cake, plant… or 
whatever you weighed! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://stclarehospice.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/Clare-Bear-Colour-in-sheet.pdf


Paying in your             
fundraising donations 
Online Payments                                                                                                                   
The most cost effective and straightforward way for you to send                                                                                      
in your donations is online. Please pay in at www.stclarehospice.org.uk.                                 
Click the ‘make a donation’ button and complete the form citing ‘Community’                                                                             
in the box asking what inspired your donation.  

Alternatively set up a page on Virgin Money Giving. Virgin Money Giving                                                
have by far the most preferable rates for charities of all the online fundraising                                
portals. The money will come straight to us. 
 

Paying in Cheques 
Forward your cheque made payable to St Clare Hospice with a cover letter  
telling us your name, and all about your event. Please give us as much detail                                                                   
as you can so that we can thank you for your donation. Please post to: 
 
St Clare Community Fundraising 
St Clare Hospice 
Hastingwood Road 
Essex  
CM17 9JX 

 
Paying in Cash                                                           
Please call into the Hospice in person with your cash donations. We will ask for                                                               
your details in order to be able to send you a thank you for all your hard work. 

 

Thank you so much for raising money for St Clare Hospice           
through your Community Fundraising. Every penny helps us to 
continue to provide vital services for those in our community of 
West Essex and East Hertfordshire with a life-limiting illness.  

Thank you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.stclarehospice.org.uk/
http://stclarehospice.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/Setting-up-your-Virgin-Money-Giving-page.pdf
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